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One day, looking at Prahlada he said: (c Where is that Lord
of the universe other than me, that has been often mentioned
by you, 0, wretched one? If it is urged that he is everywhere
wherefore is he not seen in the pillar? I being all-in-all, here
do I severe your head from your trunk, a braggart that you are.
Let Hari who is the asylum sought by you, protect you to-day!.'5
Thus tormenting again and again his son, Hiranyakasipu sprang
from his exalted seat, and hit the pillar with his fist. That very
moment there rose in that pillar a most terrific crash, as a result
of which the shell of the cosmic egg cracked and on hearing which
it reached the spheres of Brahma and others. They for their part
actually suspected the dissolution of their very abodes. In order
' to substantiate the utterance of His servant and His presence in
all objects, the Lord appeared in the pillar of the court, assuming
a queer form which was neither that of a beast nor that of a human
being, bearing the form of a man-lion, threw Hiranyakasipu away
down at the entrance, on His thighs, as a serpent would knock
down a rat. He tore him with His claws and killed him in an even-
ing hour which was neither a day nor night thus without violating
the boons granted by the Creator to Hiranyakasipu.

It is said that Prahlada did penance even when he was in
embryo for 1000 years. Dhruva the great devotee did penance
only for six months and came back to the Kingdom and did further
penance. Prahlada represents ^TT^ speciality in Bhakthi. Hence
his devotion to the Lord is considered greater than that of Dhruva.

Rishabha Deva's descent. Life and Teachings.

Once Parikshit asked Sukracharya about how Priyavrata
who was attached to his wife, house, children and so on, attained
perfection and came to develop unswerving devotion to Lord
Sri Krishna.

Sukracharya replied that the Lord cannot be known through
the ordinary means of cognition and the living beings, ever maintain
their connection with a body, bestowed on them by the unmanifest
Lord, for birth and death, grief, infatuation and fear, joy and
sorrow, as well as for doing work. What harm can the home do
to the wise man who has subdued his senses and delights in the
self? Resorting to the citadel of the lotus-like feet of the Lord